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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

T hank you for flying with us in 2023 as we worked to build places where birds and people 
thrive. It was a fantastic and eventful year. With our eyes on the future of the organization, we 

rebranded to Birds Georgia after a rigorous and thought-provoking assessment process in which so 
many of you participated. 

Overall, it was a great year for the organization as we built on our successful programs, added 
additional organizational capacity, and, most gratifying of all, engaged with one another while sharing 
the joy and wonder of birds with brand new audiences across Georgia. We spread our wings in a 
dynamic new office space near Atlanta’s Westside BeltLine. We restored habitats from the mountains 
to the coast and in between. We leveraged a historic bequest gift from the Geltner Family to build 
capacity for the future, and, through a generous, milestone gift from the Morgens West Foundation, 
we were able to launch the Morgens Environmental Education Gateway, a platform that enables 
us to connect anyone across the state and around the world. We reached 17,128 people through 
our signature events, including Georgia Bird Fest and Georgia Grows Native for Birds month-long 
festivities. Birds Georgia ended 2023 with over 2,400 members, a top achievement for our flock.

Looking ahead to 2024, we will work to build on our past success and innovate with new initiatives. 
For the first time ever this spring, Birds Georgia will host the Georgia Bird Fest Summit in Athens 
gathering leaders across bird conservation, education, and community engagement to network and 
deepen our knowledge and expertise.

We will begin planning for our organization’s Centennial anniversary in 2026. We are eager to 
showcase our progress since 1926, when our organization was founded as the Atlanta Bird Club, and 
to envision our next 100 years creating places where birds and people thrive. 

We invite you to join our growing flock to use the joy of birds as a catalyst for conservation and 
community. I’m looking forward to an extraordinary 2024 as Birds Georgia!

Birds, y’all!

Marc Goncher 
Chair, Board of Directors

Tree Swallow, by Robert Cook 
COVER: American Goldfinch, by Lynn Cleveland
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Indigo Bunting, by Tamima Itani

Marc Goncher, Chair, The Coca-Cola Company 
Esther Stokes, Vice-Chair, Retired, Landscape Designer
Joshua Andrews, Treasurer, Georgia Power Company 
Scott Porter, Secretary, Aaron’s
Paige Martin, Past Chair, The Nature Conservancy
Beth Allgood Blalock, Gilbert Harrell
Michael Chriszt, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Robert Cooper, Retired, University of Georgia
Joshua Gassman, Lord Aeck Sargent
Gus Kaufman, Oakhurst Psychotherapy
Mary Anne Lanier, The Ray C. Anderson Foundation
Susie Maclin, Retired, Corporate Archivist
Colleen McEdwards, University of Florida
Jennifer Johnson McEwen, Emory University
Ellen Miller, Retired, Human Resources
Jon Philipsborn, Atlanta Regional Commission
Marlena Reed, Arthritis Foundation
Jim Renner, Chemours
Sally Sears, South Fork Conservancy
LaTresse Snead, Bonsai Leadership Group
Amy Beth Sparks, Georgia State University
Ayanna Williams, National Parks and Recreation Association

Marcia Bansley, Trees Atlanta
Giff Beaton, Author, Birding Georgia
Mark Berry, Southern Company
Raphael Bostic, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Stacia Hendricks, Little St. Simons Island
Pierre Howard, Former Lt. Governor of Georgia and  
 Past President of The Georgia Conservancy
J. Drew Lanham, Professor, Clemson University
John Pruitt, Retired Anchor, WSB TV
Clark Rushing, University of Georgia, Warnell College  
 of Forestry & Natural Resources

Board of Directors

Advisors

Jared Teutsch, Executive Director
Sheridan Alford, Director of Community Engagement
Adam Betuel, Director of Conservation
Melanie Furr, Director of Education
Dottie Head, Director of Communications
Lory Conte Hill, Director of Development
Gabe Andrle, Habitat Program Manager
Quetcy Betancourt, Development Coordinator
Beverly Fooks, Operations Associate
Adam George, Systems Coordinator 
Roseanne Guerra, Education Program Coordinator
Sebastian Hagan, Habitat Program Coordinator
Alicia Hernandez, Finance Manager
Logan Jones, Habitat Program Specialist
Kiana Leveritte, Community Engagement Coordinator
Heather Levy, Stewardship Coordinator
Melissa Paduani, Education Program Manager
Sarah Tolve, Coastal Conservation Coordinator

Staff
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2023 BIRDS GEORGIA SUPPORTERS

$10,000+
Abreu Charitable Trust
Alice Huffard Richards Charitable Fund
Charles Lindamood III
The Imlay Foundation
John and Golda Cohen Trust
The Joyce Family
Judy and Walter Hoyt
Marcia Klenbort
Morgens West Foundation
National Audubon Society
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Ray C. Anderson Foundation
Robert F. Schumann Foundation
Sherry Brownlee
Susan Maclin
The Waterfall Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (1)
Bonsai Leadership Group
Eleanor and Tom Ratchford
Esther and Jim Stokes
Linda DiSantis and Bob Kerr
Mary Kimberly and Gavin MacDonald
Winkler and Lynn Weinberg

$2,500–$4,999
Courtenay and George Dusenbury
Francisco Vila
Georgia Forestry Foundation
Kim and David Kenley
Marc and Brynne Goncher
Nancy Hamilton
Paige Martin and Arjun Srinivasan
Sandy and Simon Miller
Scott Porter and Scott Hayes
Steven Phenicie and Lisa Slotznick

$1,000–$2,499
Andrew Thomas Jones
Barbara and Gus Giebelhaus
Beverly and John Baker
Bradley Fricke
Bright Wings Foundation
Carol Burgess
Chirag Mirani
Constance McKee
Edward McCallum
Elaine Gerke and Cliff Joliff
Fritz and Julie Teutsch
Gus Kaufman, Ph.D.
HGOR
Huffman Family Fund
Jean and John Hess
The Jekyll Island Authority
Jennifer Johnson McEwen
Jensy Shell
John and Andrea Pruit
Jon Philipsborn

Joshua Gassman
Katharine and Ronald Robey
Katherine Adams
Kelly Hopkins
Kevin Janflone
Kim Payne
Laura Adams and Andrew Feiler
Lisbet Ann Phillips
Markham Smith and Ellen Hauck
Mary Anne Lanier
Melinda Langston
Michael C. Weaver
Mike and Maxine Chriszt
Paul and Adrienne Miller
Robyn and Steve Newman
Regina Quick
Sally and Greg Bergquist
Sally Sears and Richard Belcher
Southwire
Stephen Devereaux
Susan and Charles Loeb
Susan Jones
Susan Rolih
Susan Utley
Tom Painter and Carla Roncoli
Tricia Downing and the Estate  
 of Beverly B. Long

$500–$999
Alan Stevens
Ann and Steve Rushing
Anne and Jim McCallum
Anne Sturtevant
Betty Goldstein
Bill and Mary Kempffer
Bob Cooper
Brian Keever and Angela Lewis
Cafe Campesino
Carolyn and Max Brown
Cathie and Hugh Hudson
Colleen McBride
David Abee
Diana Worthington-White
Dwain and Rabia Vaughns
Elizabeth and Sheffield Hale
Elizabeth and Bill Higginbotham
Ellen Miller
Equipment Controls Company
Heron’s Crossing
Jack and Ashley Reed
Jane and Wayne Thorpe
Janie and James Bogan
Jerry Banks
Judith Gale
Laura Lones
Marcia Bansley
Midge Hiatt and Michael Betuel
Mary Martin
Mary Lou McCloskey
Mac and Suzanne Peden

Meredith Bell
Muriel and David Knope
Pamela and Jeffrey Simyon
Raphael Bostic
Sputnik Pictures
Suzie Jacobs
Teed and Sadler Poe
Teresa Kenton
William Bell and  
 Sarah Catherine Tunkle
William and Brenda Dreyer

$250–$499
Aamil Karimi
Allen Moye
The Allvine Family
Amy Beth Sparks
Andrew Philipsborn
Ann and Jim Curry
Ann Bronaugh
Ayanna Williams
Barbara Brown and Arthur English
Barbara McNamara
Bearden Barnes
Beth and Tully Blalock
Bill Bath
Buddy Harrell
Carey Coghill
Catherine and Robert Woodward
Chadd and Taylor Reynolds
Charles and Julie Bowen
Chris Johnson and Zachary Hayes
Cindy and Judge Lederman
Clay and Karen Rolader
Cynthia Fleck and Daniel Zdonczyk
Debbie and Dan Colvin
Diane Hawkins-Cox
Elizabeth and Hampton Lisle
Gary Ludi
Gene Spiva and Gage Montgomery
Irena Rowe
Jack Weeks
James Diedrick and  
 LeeAnne Richardson
Jane Seward and R.J. Berry
Janice Edwards
Jared Teutsch and Angela Trethaway
Jay Davis
Jeanne Riggall
Jennifer Brooks
Jennifer Weil
John Bullard
Johnette and David Crum
Karen McCarty
Katharine O’Hare
Kathy and Al Parker
Kathy and Brian Brackney
Kelly Holloway
Kenny Buckner
Kerry and Dan Rosewall

Kevin O’Toole
L. Dan Johnson
Larry Stephens
Laura and Alexander Gordon
Laura Voight
Lindsay Norman
Margaret M. Lamb and Steve Barnard
Marie Cooper
Marilyn O’Dell
Marlena Reed
Mary Borello
Maureen Carroll
Maureen Healy and Michael Tabachnick
Melanie and Keith Vickers
Michele Johnson
Michelle Page and Mark Rivera
Nancy Downs
Nancy Clair Laird
Pam Murphy
Patricia Lesko
Patricia Rice
Paul Campbell
Peggy and Bill Sakach
Pete Followill
Philip and Kathy Mooney
Phyllis Hawkins and Mark Seaman
Pierre Howard
Polly and Larry Nodine
Rachel and Mike Hammer
Rajagopala Sridaran
Robert and Christine Gisness
Robert and Susan Patterson
Sharon Fisher
Stacey Hader Epstein and  
 Dr. David C. Epstein
Stephanie Dunn and Dustin Farist
Stephen Ramsden
Susan Alston
Susan Griffith Berthelot
Susan Kyle
Teresa Stickels
Terri Davis
Todd Burtner
Tom Harbin
Tom Mills
Trish and Brendan Killian
Walt Bowman

The board and staff of Birds Georgia extend their appreciation to the following members, 
volunteers, community leaders, and friends who made contributions of $250 and above in 2023.

Every attempt has been made to include 
all donors in each category and to 
correctly identify them. If you believe 
there has been an error, please contact 
us at lory.hill@birdsgeorgia.org so that 
we may correct our records.
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CONSERVATION

Birds Georgia has a new tool in their toolbox. Recently, members 
of the Birds Georgia conservation team—consisting of Sebastian 
Hagan, Sarah Tolve, and Logan Jones—underwent comprehensive 
fire training led by the IBT (Interagency Burn Team) at Hard Labor 
Creek State Park. These three now join Program Habitat Manager 
Gabe Andrle as red card certified staff members who can be active 
in prescribed burning. The recent training not only strengthened 
staff expertise but also solidified Birds Georgia’s desire to actively 
engage in prescribed fires in partnership with IBT. Our goal is to 
align Birds Georgia’s conservation efforts with burning whenever 
feasible, recognizing the ecological benefits it brings to our 
landscapes. Fire has already been a tool used for our grassland 
work at Panola Mountain State Park and on Jekyll Island.

In 2023, Birds Georgia advanced and expanded our Project Safe Flight monitoring 
efforts to reduce bird-building collisions across the state. We established new 
monitoring routes in Savannah and Brunswick and added to our robust network of 
coastal partners. Staff presented educational programs to both coastal Audubon 
chapters, regional DarkSky International chapters, building owners and managers, 
architects, and the general public. The Burton 4-H Center on Tybee Island was 
retrofitted with Feather Friendly film to prevent bird collisions. In addition to being 
safer for migrating birds, these buildings will serve as an educational tool for the 
thousands of visitors that the site hosts annually. Finally, we made tremendous 
advances in analyzing our program data thanks to a partnership with National 
Audubon and KPMG. We received a thorough analysis of our monitoring data, 
which revealed that downward swings in temperature coupled with increases in 
atmospheric pressure correlated positively with increased bird-building collisions. 
The analysis also revealed that bird collisions increased significantly when daily 
cloud coverage is between 2,600 and 5,000 feet high. Through our partnership 
with Colorado State University, we obtained maps of Georgia that illustrate where 
migratory birds are stopping across our state, the predictors for why they stopped 
here, and information on how this can lead to enhanced conservation efforts. All of 
this data will be used to advance our collision reduction efforts.

Protecting Georgia’s Birds from Building Collisions

Habitat Restoration Team Adds  
Prescribed Fire to Arsenal

Logan Jones 2024 Birds Georgia Panola Burn

19,184 NATIVE PLANTS 
added to landscapes 

across Georgia 

MORE THAN 200 ACRES OF HABITAT 
under active management of the  

Birds Georgia restoration team  
at our focal restoration sites 

100+ VOLUNTEER 
MONITORS  

for conservation programs
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EDUCATION

The Morgens Environmental Education Gateway launched 
this fall, offering a variety of free content for people to learn 
about birds and conservation while also providing Birds Georgia 
program participants with enhanced learning experiences and 
opportunities. We hosted the online learning portion of our 
popular Master Birder program on the Gateway for 42 Master 
Birder participants in metro Atlanta and the Savannah area, 
making all of the course materials readily available on one 
platform. The 21 teachers who participated in our immersive 
Taking Wing professional development workshops on the coast 
and in the north Georgia mountains during the school year 
also benefited from having ready access to workshop materials 
and additional resources through the Gateway, including Birds 
Georgia’s K–12 Learning About Birds curriculum. 

Morgens Environmental  
Education Gateway

Birds Georgia’s Georgia Urban Ecologists program launched in 
the Brunswick area, expanding this popular hands-on program 
for teens, also currently offered in Atlanta and Athens. Each 
month during the school year, students gather to learn and 
explore alongside conservation professionals, having fun outside 
with peers while developing career pathways. We were excited 
to welcome new partners to the program, including Manomet, 
One Hundred Miles, College of Coastal Georgia, UGA Marine 
Extension, and others. 

We continued our 9+ year partnership with Shepherd Center, 
offering monthly virtual and in-person programming centered 
on birds, including field trips on the Atlanta BeltLine and spring 
and fall clinics at the Atlanta Botanical Garden. This partnership 
enables people facing life-altering injury or illness to experience 
the joys of birding and the mental well-being it can provide. 

Programs Expanding  
by Location and Partners

Tasha Messer gets a close look at a Northern Cardinal at the Jekyll Island Banding Station during Taking Wing. Spring Birding Clinic with the Shepherd Center

21 TAKING WING TEACHERS trained from eight 
counties, including Fulton, Cobb, Gwinnett, 

Carroll, Clarke, White, Chatham, and Camden

42 GEORGIA URBAN ECOLOGISTS 
STUDENTS enrolled from cohorts in 

Atlanta, Athens, and Brunswick

84 MASTER BIRDERS 1,800+ YOUTH AND ADULTS  
reached through education programs

1,678 WEBINAR 
PARTICIPANTS
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658 STUDENTS REACHED through 
Conservation Careers Series, and youth 
event partners Amphibian Foundation 

and Finding the Flint

29 WEBINARS, including 17 FREE 
WEBINARS, engaging 2,336 WEBINAR 

PARTICIPANTS

164 FREE FIELD TRIPS with 
1,504 PARTICIPANTS

1,731 HOURS reported by 103 VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

In 2023, Birds Georgia made significant strides in fostering youth 
leadership and engagement within the community. Recognizing 
the pivotal role of young adults in shaping the future, we 
expanded our Conservation Career Series program to introduce 
the Teen Trip initiative. This initiative aimed to provide teenagers 
with opportunities to connect with nature through bird watching 
and forge friendships with peers who share similar interests. As a 
result, we successfully graduated two teenage bird enthusiasts as 
Teen Trip Leaders, empowering them to lead bird walks with their 
peers and guardians.

In 2024, Teen Trip Leaders will take charge of conducting Bird 
Fest field trips, offering a safe and comfortable environment 
for teenagers to explore the wonders of birds. Additionally, we 
proactively engaged with student groups from various colleges 
to understand how Birds Georgia can support their efforts in 
promoting birding on campus. Through these meetings, we 
discovered that several campus groups are already striving 
to introduce birding to their fellow students. Looking ahead, 
Birds Georgia is committed to encouraging and providing safe 
spaces for their curiosity to flourish, thereby nurturing the next 
generation of conservation leaders.

Birds Georgia’s community engagement team undertook a 
comprehensive assessment of community needs, focusing 
on identifying gaps in our coverage of underrepresented 
demographics. Through this process, we successfully identified 
new community partners who would assist us in our mission of 
introducing more individuals to the wonders of bird watching.

By forging partnerships with refugee groups and mental health 
facilities, Birds Georgia utilized bird watching as a powerful tool 
to introduce new perspectives on the outdoors. It was truly 
heartening to witness the therapeutic and adaptive benefits 
that peaceful recreation in our natural spaces can have on 
rehabilitation and acclimation to new environments. Through 
these initiatives, Birds Georgia continues to expand its reach 
and impact, ensuring that bird watching remains accessible and 
inclusive to all members of our community.

Empowering Youth Leadership

Expanding Horizons

Bird Fest Warbler Weekend, by Jensy ShellWood Stork, by Jeffrey Karnes



FINANCIALS

825 Warner Street SW, Ste. B
Atlanta, GA 30310
birdsgeorgia.org

Ring-necked Duck, by Mick Thompson

Red-shouldered Hawk, Marty Heath
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